
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 16 June 2015] 

 p4292b-4293a 
Hon Jacqui Boydell 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION — TWENTY-THIRD REPORT — 
“REPORT ON RECREATIONAL HUNTING SYSTEMS” — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 am]: I rise tonight to make a few comments on the 
government’s response to the Standing Committee on Public Administration’s inquiry and report into 
recreational hunting systems. I spoke to the report at the time, and as a member of that committee we did quite 
extensive research on this issue, which was very interesting topic to be involved in. Today I was astounded to 
read the government’s response on a very measured recommendation by a majority of the committee. It is 
contradictory in nature. I wonder whether the minister has even read the report. I think the agencies that gave 
evidence to the committee had a very supportive position; they are on the public record. I agree that what the 
Department of Agriculture and Food and the Department of Parks and Wildlife presented to the committee is 
represented in the government response. Is that a cabinet response to a committee’s extensive inquiry on 
something I thought was an opportunity for regional areas, in particular the Mining and Pastoral Region — 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: I wonder whether there are members of the cabinet who — 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Ken Travers can let the member on her feet make her own speech. 

Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: I wonder whether this report was fully discussed by the cabinet and fully responded 
to, because not all of the recommendations are addressed in the government response. Is this a batch position of 
the cabinet? Is this the government response to this committee? It is clear that the minister himself has not read 
the report. As members read the response, as I am sure they did today, they will see the contradictions that the 
minister makes in it. I am disappointed that there is absolutely no discussion in the response to the potential 
opportunity to regional centres. There is recognition that groups like the Western Australian branch of the Field 
and Game Federation of Australia and the Sporting Shooters Association Western Australia assist with managing 
pest animal control programs. There is recognition that such groups have the appropriate frameworks and codes 
in place to ensure their members have knowledge of their obligations and can participate appropriately, 
effectively and safely in accordance with animal welfare guidelines. All those things are addressed by the 
minister, but they are then all his reasons for not supporting the committee’s recommendations. I am not sure 
what the minister’s message is or if this is the government response, what it actually means. I think it is a missed 
opportunity by this government to consider a policy position for regional areas and communities to take 
advantage of the extensive work the committee did. Yes, we recognise, as the recommendations of the 
committee found, that there were concerns in the community about community safety and native title. Yes, a 
thorough risk management assessment needed to be conducted, but that is done in a trial, and that is what 
exploring the opportunity is about. I think we have missed an opportunity for regional Western Australia, in 
particular, to take advantage of the very extensive work that this committee did on behalf of and for the 
government to give us a qualified and full response. In my opinion, as a member of the committee and on behalf 
of the people I represent, particularly in the pastoral areas, who talk to me about opportunities to diversify and 
land use opportunities through their pastoral leases and who would like the opportunity to build economic 
development through, potentially, a business in this area, that opportunity has been totally missed; it has not even 
been responded to by the government. I am very disappointed in that, and I would certainly welcome a 
discussion with the minister. I hope he has read the report and that he qualifies that he has read the report, and I 
hope that the cabinet also qualifies that this is the government response to the report. 
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